Kalam's Call To The Nation
5. DT.KALAM, AN ADULT CHILD WITH
CHILDREN
Among national leaders after Chacha Nehru it is Dr. Kalam who
loves children. He has become one with the younger generation with his
exhortations to dream big. At his presidential swearing-in ceremony, for the
first time in Indian history, 100 school children were invited as special guests.
As children are the hope of the country, Dr. Kalam, with a vision to ignite
them with scientific temper and patriotism for developed India 2020, left his
position as scientific adviser to the Prime Minister and started a mission to
meet and inspire one lakh students. About his mission he says "there are
300 million children in the country - a third of our population. If I influence
euen one in thousand out of them, think what a difference it makes". In
every meeting he meets children and answers their queries, replies to their
letters and about 400 e-mails everyday, giving them direction to dream,
dream big and develop thinking power to work for developed India. At every
convocation he presides over, he insists that students be moved to the front
row. So that he can see them while speaking.
Dr. Kaiam is The Peoples president who has already visited 21 states
and met 1.5 lakhs school students in 10 months to find a common parameter
for a developed India, For a girl in Torni, Khandwa in Madhya Pradesh, a
"high school" is "Developed India", and for a child In Nagaland," ropeway
between two hillocks" is the "Developed India".
Dr. Kalam's interaction with children in schools has not just brought
a smile on their faces but has also inspired them to think big and dream big,
something which he did as a child in Rameshwaram. He said, "77 years
have passed byr as a child I dreamt. Many others did it. On a dark night,
looking at the sky, trying to fathom, the quest for knowledge began in
me."
The children too feel happy being with him and listening to his advice
in short capsules charmed by him, they tell him things they have never told
even to their parents before.
______________Children are the hope of the nation._______________
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